330            EXCURSION TO BETHLEHEM,
except the door-way. Being seated on the floor,
and surrounded by the Prince Moosa> and five
or six Abyssinians of his retinue, we were served
with large tumblers of rakhee, some dried figs,
and a pipe ; a cooking kettle, placed on a char-
coal fire, in an earthen pan, stood in the centre
of the room, and occupied the attention of our
host in those intervals when conversation failed,
and these were pretty frequent, as he himself
spoke Arabic but imperfectly, and Mr, BankWs
interpreter, an Italian renegado, still more so.
After a few minutes, the females of the family"
were sent for; and presently there appeared a
young Abyssinian girl of handsome features,
but very dark complexion, attended by two
elderly women, who appeared to be her servants
or assistants. These all seated themselves, and
as the young girl placed herself beside me, and
spoke Arabic sufficiently well to make herself
understood, we soon became familiar. Some
Amharie books of devotion were now shewn to
us, very finely written on vellum, and adorned
with paintings of the evangelists, saints, &c.
drawn in the rudest manner, and very gaudily
coloured. Then followed some Abyssinian
paintings of horses in all their various furniture
and trappings, and other pictures, displaying
the costume of the country.
While these particularly attracted the attention